MOHAMMED    AND    CHARLEMAGNE
the protector of Rome, but this office was delegated by the Pope,
not by the Emperor.1 It seems, however, that the Pope was acting
on his own initiative, without considering Pippin's feelings in
the matter, for Pippin never used the title and probably never
wanted it.
Aistulf, being defeated, restored to the Romans, by treaty, the
conquests which he had made; that is to say, the patrimonia of
Narni and Ceccano, together with the territories of the Exarchate.
As soon as the Emperor was advised of this, in 756, he demanded
that Pippin should deliver up Ravenna and die Exarchate. Pippin
naturally refused, despite the great sum which the Emperor
promised him in exchange. What he had done was done only out
of reverence for Saint Peter, and nothing could induce him to go
back upon his promises.2 However, by the time the Imperial
embassy arrived Pippin and Aistulf were at war again, the latter
having immediately violated his promises. He even laid siege to
Rome, on January ist, 756. Blockaded in Pavia a second time, for
the second time the Lombard sued for peace. Again he restored the
conquered territories, and Pippin returned them to the Pope.
Henceforth the Pope was master of Rome and her territory.*
Nevertheless, he continued to acknowledge the theoretical
sovereignty of the Emperor.
It is characteristic of Pippin that he did not enter Rome on either
of his two expeditions. Nor did he ever again appear in Italy,
although Aistulf's successor, Didier, who had become king partly
through Pippin's influence, caused him further difficulty. Didier
had promised to surrender to the Pope various Lombard conquests
of Luitprand's, But he would not consent to restore more than a
portion of them.
Stephen's successor, Paul I (757-767) protested in vain. It seems
that the Emperor then endeavoured to profit by the situation.
His ambassador George, who had already negotiated with Pippin
1	lot, mister and ganshop, op. cit.t p. 411.
2	l. oelsner, Jahrbucher £ss Frankischen Reiches unter Konig Pippin^ 1871,
p. 367»	* BOHMER-MUHIBACHER, Op. tit., pp. 42-43*
226

